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Successful season so far! 
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After worrying about the weather and sea 

temperature at the start of the season, we 

have had an incredible few weeks at sea!  

The first round island swim of the season 

took place on 26th June. The swimmer was 

Anna Wardley from Gosport who is 

undertaking a 5-island challenge. Jersey 

was island number 3 and we are pleased to 

say she had a successful swim in 11 hours 

53 minutes.  

Next swim on the agenda was our very 

own Chantelle Rose who took on the 

Dover Straits. Despite good weather, 

Chantelle was kept waiting 24 hours due to 

technical problems on her pilot boat 

‘Anastasia’. Technical difficulties sorted 

and Chantelle was on her way! She left 

Shakespeare Beach in the early hours of the 
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morning on 16th July with her sights firmly 

set on France. It was a tense evening 

watching the tracker but her crew of Cliff 

Golding and Dan Martin and many 

motivational messages from home, saw her 

land on the cap in a time of 20 hours and 59 

minutes. A very cheery crowd at the airport 

welcomed Chantelle back to Jersey. 

Swimming simultaneously to Chantelle in ‘La 

Manche Deux’ was the ‘Better Late Than 

Never’ relay team. Adrian Follain, Jenny 

FitzGerald, Martin Powell, Tasmin Powell, 

John Asplet and Fay de Gruchy were taking 

on the double. The team were acting as 

guinea pigs for a new route from Jersey to 

France and back again. The team left La 

Coupe in flat but foggy conditions and swum 

a fantastic first leg, landing in France in a 

respectable 8 hours 20 minutes. However the 
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return leg was much harder, fighting wind 

and tide. The team took the courageous 

decision to abort the swim but I’m sure we 

haven’t seen the last of them! 

The BLTN crew hurtled back to St 

Catherine’s in time for Kiwi David Coleman 

to start his solo attempt from Jersey to 

France. David has been blown out twice 

before so it was third time lucky. David left 

La Coupe in flat calm conditions and unlike 

the day before, no fog! The first half of 

David’s swim was great, reaching half way in 

distance in just 4 hours. But then the wind 

picked up and the tide changed making the 

last few miles very tough. David battled 

through and landed at Saint-Germain in a 

time of 9 hours 18 minutes. David is the first 

New Zealander to swim Jersey to France.  
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Following on from Chantelle’s success in the Channel was club President Sally Minty-Gravett. With Sally being a well-known name 
in the island and in the open water swimming community, her phone, facebook, twitter and e-mails must have been going crazy 
with good luck messages! The weather was still good and Sally set off from Shakespeare beach just after 7am on 22nd July. Sally was 
aiming to swim from Dover to France and back again but the first leg proved tough with a strong spring tide. The tracker on her 
boat stopped working and everyone watching online was left in the lurch not knowing how far she had got. Thankfully ‘Charlie’ and 
Sal’s brother David were in contact with the boat and crew and were able to give regular updates via facebook and e-mail. After 
being swept up and down the French coast, Sally landed at Wissant in a time of 17 hours 48 minutes. Despite not continuing with 
the return leg, Sally has now completed five successful channel swims, that’s FIVE channel swims in FIVE different decades. We are 
all very proud of Sally and her new RECORD! 

TOP ROW. Anna Wardley’s 5 island swim challenge logo. Chantelle Rose arriving home at Jersey Airport. Team Better Late Than Never 

setting off from St Catherine’s. 

MIDDLE ROW. Anna Wardley in her moon suit after successfully completing her swim. David Coleman displaying the silver fern flag for New 

Zealand on the French beach after finishing his Jersey to France. Sal and Bianca arriving back at the guest house after Sal’s swim. 

BOTTOM ROW. David Coleman about to set off from La Coupe. Sal heading round to Shakespeare beach to start her Channel crossing 
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The Jersey Rookeez are a group of 5 
youngsters who formed a relay team after 
Charlotte Vernon wanted to do a round 
Jersey relay swim. Charlotte (13) 
recruited fellow swimmers Henry Clark 
(16), Tom Johnson (12), Zahra Bell (13) 
and Dominic Holley (12) to be in her relay 
team.  
They have all been swimming for a number 
of years and became involved with the club 
in different ways. Henry joined JLDSC 2 
years ago when he moved to the island and 
says he became interested because it 
looked fun and was something different. 
Tom has been swimming with JLDSC since 
the season started in 2012 after Sally 
suggested sea swimming to him. This  is 
Zahra’s 3rd year with the club and says that 
she enjoyed swimming but wasn’t 
competitive so JLDSC was perfect. 
Charlotte was 10 when she started with 
JLDSC and was also asked and encouraged 
by Sally. Dominic has been with the club 
the longest, starting when he was just 8. 
He says he loves swimming in the sea and 
when Sally said that the JLDSC is sea 
swimming, he couldn’t refuse! 
 
With Jersey’s coastline full of beautiful 
beaches and bays, I asked the Rookeez 
where their favourite place to swim in 
Jersey is.  
Henry likes St Brelade’s Bay and Tom said 
he also likes St Brelades but anywhere 
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suits! Zahra enjoys swimming at Mike’s slip, 
Dom likes Havre des Pas and St Catherine’s 
whilst Charlotte’s favourite place is 
everywhere! 
 
With sea swimming being a very addictive 
sport, I asked the Rookeez what they most 
enjoy about sea swimming. 
Henry: the waves- more challenging than the 
pool. 
Tom: love being in the sea, whether it be 
swimming, surfing, snorkeling or jumping 
waves. 
Zahra: relaxing and fun, everyone is so nice 
to be around. 
Charlotte: seeing friends and swimming with 
them, having a tremendous time! 
Dominic: the chance to swim all over the 
island in mind blowing temperatures and 
conditions. 
 
With their swim on the horizon, I asked what 
they are most looking forward to about the 
relay.  
Henry: swimming in new areas. 
Tom: seeing the island from a different 
perspective, succeeding in doing the 
challenge. 
Zahra: hopefully seeing dolphins. 
Charlotte: spending time in the water and 
cheering everyone on, seeing dolphins. 
Dominic: achievement and recognition. 
 
I also asked what they are least looking 
forward to. 
Henry: being cold. 
Tom: rough weather. 
Zahra: jellyfish. 

Jersey Rookeez 
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Charlotte: jellyfish and other bizarre 
looking things. 
Dominic: pressure, fight against currents, 
waves & jellyfish. 
 
My final question to the Rookeez was 
whether they have any other open water 
swimming aspirations.  
Charlotte said she would like to get a team 
together for a Jersey to France relay as well 
as a solo round Jersey, a solo English 
Channel and to follow in Sally’s footsteps. 
Tom’s aspirations include a solo round 
Jersey, a relay Jersey to France and then a 
solo Jersey to France. Dom would also like 
to do a Jersey to France relay, Jersey to 
France solo, round Jersey and English 
Channel solo. 
Henry would like to swim to France when 
he is older and Zahra would like to do 
another charity swim. 
 
These youngsters have all been training hard 
and completed their qualifying swims. We 
have our fingers crossed for the weather to 
stay calm and wish them the best of luck in 
their challenge. 
 
The team are also raising money for MS 
Jersey so if you would like to sponsor them, 
speak to any of the team or the parents at 
club swims.  
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The Jersey Rookeez pictured at the Greve De L’Ecq club swim with Sally Minty-Gravett 
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Record Breaking swim! 

Owen O’Keefe, from County Cork made his way to the shores of Jersey for his round island swim. Little did we know 
how speedy this Irishman was! Owen was fresh out of the English Channel after he and his relay team “Crosóige Mara” 
completed a 2-way relay in a time of 20 hours 29 minutes which became a new Irish record.  

Arriving in Jersey, Owen had said he wanted to beat fellow Irishman Ned Dennison’s time of 10 hours 15 minutes. 
Thankfully the weather was in our favour and Owen started his swim on Wednesday 24th July at 0627BST. With 
‘Charlie’ accompanying Sally in Dover, Mick Le Guilcher took the helm of “Sea Swimmer 2” whilst John Asplet stepped 
up to co-pilot. A slight possibility of fog called for Martin Powell to kayak the first stretch of water to Seymour slip and 
Owen’s very precise feeding plan tested Alice Harvey and Chantelle Le Guilcher.  

With a great crew on board, Owen steamed his way to St Catherine’s, passing the breakwater in 2 hours 40. Incredibly 
fast considering the average swimmer will get there in 3.5-4hrs! By 4.5 hrs Owen had reached the TV mast on the north 
coast signaling half way. After some chocolate and jelly babies (along with other carbohydrate drinks and gels) Owen was 
well on his way to Corbiere. After rounding Corbiere Owen was on the home straight and the crew began using Cliff 
Golding’s famous phrase of “reel it in!” 

Approaching Noirmont, the crew began to realise Owen could be on for the record and told him to dig deep for the final 
stretch. Pilot Mick led Owen on a perfect route to Elizabeth Castle breakwater, finishing in 9 hours 35 minutes. This 
fantastic swim was 3 minutes off Julieann Farrell’s (nee Galloway) record however Owen did break Nick Adams’ men’s 
record of 9 hours 51 minutes and most definitely achieved his original goal of beating Ned Dennison’s time! 

Various photos of Owen swimming around Jersey 
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IN BRIEF: 
JSC Swims 
Just a reminder of dates and check in times 
for those of you doing the Jersey 
Swimming Club open water swims this 
year.  
 
Green Island to Havre des Pas is Sunday 
11th August, check in by 8.00am. Swim at 
8.30am 
 
St Aubin’s Fort swim is Thursday 22nd 
August, check in by 6.30pm. Swim at 
7.00pm. 
 
Castle to Harbour is Sunday 15th 
September, check in by 1.30pm. Swim at 
2.00pm. 
 
Round Island vantage points 
For those of you eager to follow swims, 
rather than watch the tracker you can 
actually follow swimmers as the go around 
the island. Green Island, La Rocque pier 
and St Catherine’s breakwater are great 
places to watch the swimmer go by.  
The next vantage point is a few hours later 
for the swimmer and a drive across the 
island to Grosnez where you can watch 
them swim around the corner into St 
Ouen’s Bay. Shoot down the hill and see 
them go over the reef at L’Etacq.  
Then you can have lunch somewhere along 
the bay and wait for them to reach 
Corbiere. The final point is the gun tower 
at Noirmont before rushing through the 
traffic back to town to see them in on the 
pontoon. It makes a good day out (if the 
weather’s nice!) and swimmers always 
appreciate support and encouragement 
from the land.  
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A piece of history 

There has been a lot of history mentioned in previous newsletters but here is a little bit 
more! 
Returning to the island after her successful Channel swim, Sally went for a dip at St 
Catherine’s to loosen off her shoulders. Whilst treating herself to an ice cream in the cafe, 
she bumped into past president Marie Luscombe and her daughter Jane who was the 
second person to swim around Jersey, aged just 15! Jane’s commemoration plaque is at St 
Catherine’s so now you can put a face to the name! 
 
With Marie, Jane and Sally all together it called for a photo opportunity as ‘a little bit of 
club history’ as Sally said.  
 
 

Committee Contact Details 
President: Sally Minty-Gravett   07797713252 
 
Vice President: ‘Charlie’ Gravett   07797713251 
 
Vice President: Wendy Trehiou   07797774209 
 
Secretary & Welfare Officer: Jenny FitzGerald 07797716480 
 
Treasurer: Marilyn Le Guilcher   07797776083 
 
Committee members:  
Dee Richards  07797777844 
Adrian Follain  07797788091 
Chantelle Le Guilcher 07797852176 
Martin Powell  07797730455 
John Asplet  07797751049 
Alice Harvey  07797821798 
Alana Powell   c/o Martin Powell 
 

(L-R) Past president Marie Luscombe, President Sally M-G and second person to successfully swim 

around Jersey, Jane Skinner (nee Luscombe) 


